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In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
AS-SABIQUN 

“The vanguard of Islam—the first of those who forsook their homes, and of those who gave them aid, and 
also those who follow them in all good deeds—well-pleased is Allah with them, as are they with Him: For 
them hath He prepared Gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell therein forever: that is the supreme 
Felicity.” (al Tawbah, 9:100) 

Masjid Al-Islam’s Newsletter of Islamic Movement 
Jumāda al-Ūlā/Jumāda al-Thāni 1416 October 1995 

REVELATION AND 

REVOLUTION Part II 
 

“…Verily never will Allah change the condition 
of a people until they change it themselves (with 

their own souls)...” (al Ra’d, 13:11) 

 

In last month’s issue of As-Sabiqun (September 

1995), we made a modest attempt to introduce the 

concept of revelation in relation to revolution. We 

discussed revelation-based revolution as the 

prototype provided by Allah (swt) for successful 

struggle against oppression and injustice. We 

reviewed some revolutionary movements and 

found that revolution, if not rooted in Allah’s 

revelation, leads to a dead end, with the “forces of 

liberation” and the “forces of oppression” merely 

exchanging places and people suffering under the 

rule of both factions.  

 

The primary example of revelation-based 

revolution discussed was that of Prophet Mūsa 

(as) and his struggle against Pharaoh. The success 

of Mūsa (as) against the most powerful human 

society on earth at the time came from him and 

his followers’ submission to Allah (swt). In 

examining that struggle closely, we saw that 

Islam freed the people spiritually and 

psychologically even before they were free from 

physical captivity. This freedom, afforded only 

through Allah (swt), enabled Prophet Mūsa and 

his followers to develop and implement strategies 

that moved them toward their goal, as opposed to 

being a stagnant population merely reacting to 

the various machinations of the Egyptian power 

establishment. 

 

In this issue, we shall, insha’Allāh, continue to 

develop the topic of revelation and its relation to 

revolution. We will be more closely exploring 

how Allah’s methodology moved a people from 

being pathetic slaves of Pharaoh to being slaves of 

Allah (swt), capable of a virtuousness that was far 

beyond the limits that would’ve been thought 

possible based on their history.  

 

To discuss any topic with clarity, we must define 

the words which are central to a clear 

understanding of the topic. What follows are 

some words and their definitions which we 

believe are crucial to the understanding of this 

topic, as well as Islam in general: 
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• Discipline – training expected to produce 

a specific type or pattern of behavior; 

training that produces moral or mental 

improvement; controlled behavior 

resulting from such training; a systematic 

method of obedience. 

  

• Persevere – to persist or remain constant 

in a purpose, idea, or task, in the face of 

discouragement or opposition. 

Perseverance – steadfast adherence to a 

course of action, belief, or purpose.  

 

• Endure – to carry through, despite 

hardships; to continue in existence. 

Endurance – the quality, act, or power of 

withstanding stress; the state or act of 

persevering.  

 

• Belief – the mental act, condition, or habit 

of placing trust or confidence in a person 

or thing.  

 

• Train – to coach in or to be accustomed to 

a mode of behavior or performance; to 

make proficient with a special instruction 

and practice; to prepare physically, 

mentally, or spiritually, as with a regimen; 

to cause to take a desired course or shape. 

 

• Confidence – trust, faith, reliance; a 

feeling of assurance. 

 

 

THE METHODOLOGY 

 

“We inspired Moses and his brother with this 
Message: ‘Provide dwellings for your People in 

Egypt, make your dwellings into places of 
worship, and establish regular prayers: And give 

Glad Tidings to those who believe!’” (Yūnus, 

10:87) 

 

Here, Allah (swt) provides a method which 

corresponds effectively and precisely with the 

time, place, and circumstances of the people in 

question. Prophet Mūsa’s (as) people had been in 

bondage under an oppressive system for over 400 

years. Let us paint a full picture of their condition: 

As a conquered people, they had lost all 

confidence in themselves as worthy human 

beings. They lived lives of quiet desperation. 

Their self-worth was defined only in terms of 

their usefulness to their masters. They had lost all 

hope for a future where they and their families 

would prosper. They were without discipline and 

self-control. They did not respect each other or 

the leadership within their community. Also, they 

lacked institutions and organizations for their 

own benefit; in other words, all of their work and 

collective effort was harnessed for the benefit or 

Pharaoh and his people.  

 

It is in the midst of these hopeless people in a 

hopeless situation that Allah raises up a leader, a 

teacher, and a guide. This leader’s origin lies in 

the masses of the oppressed, but he is raised in 

Pharaoh’s house. Therefore, he is one who knows 

and understands Pharaoh’s power base, and how 

it is used. Mūsa is an intelligent and learned man. 

He observes and understands the weaknesses and 

lack of moral character of his people. Once 

inspired by Allah (swt), he is guided to know the 

type of belief that his people must possess in 

order to carry on a protracted struggle of 

liberation against such a large, powerful, well-

armed, modern society as that of the imperialistic 

Egyptian state at the time.  

 

Allah instructs Mūsa (as) and Harūn to make 

their homes into places of worship so that the 

people might be trained in the proper worship of 

Allah, the Creator of all. Congregational prayer is 

thus established to develop the devotion to and 

worship of Allah. These houses of worship teach 

the people to trust local leadership to the degree 

of “hear and obey.” They are sources of hope, 

inspiration, and guidance for a broken people.  

 

In this establishment of Salāh, we see Allah’s 

system of mobilizing the masses for a mission 
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outside of the benefit range of the ruling class. For 

the first time in more than 400 years, a special 

benefit is afforded to the masses of the oppressed, 

who are now believers. The groundwork is being 

laid for rebellion and liberation. So the first step 

is turning away from man’s limited and defective 

power to Allah’s unlimited and perfect power, 

and teaching, training, and building belief and 

confidence in the people. In this process, the 

creation of Islamic institutions is crucial since 

Pharaoh would never allow any kind of 

“liberation theology” to take root in his 

institutions, which are antithetically devoted to 

slave-making, bondage-training, and 

dependence-enhancing.  

 

“These are the Verses of the Book that makes 
(things) clear. We rehearse to thee some of the 

story of Moses and Pharaoh in Truth, for people 
who believe. Truly Pharaoh elated himself in the 

land and broke up its people into sections, 
depressing a small group among them: their sons 

he slew, but he kept alive their females: For he 
was indeed a maker of mischief. And We wished 
to be gracious to those who were being depressed 
on the land. To make them leaders (in faith) and 

make them heirs. To establish a firm place for 
them in the land, and to show Pharaoh, Hāmān, 
and their hosts, at their hands, the very things 

against which they were taking precautions.” (al 
Qasas, 28:2-6) 

  
Just as it was true for Prophet Mūsa’s people in 

the past, Islamic training is necessary today to 

fight against the negative training, stereotyping 

within and without, disunity, disorganization, 

broken homes, killing of youth, and other 

negative phenomena that plague us. Note in the 

above āyah how Allah (swt) declares how He 

wished to be gracious to the oppressed and to 

make them leaders and inheritors of power. 

Addressing the Ummah of Prophet Muhammad 

(saw), the final Messenger to mankind, Allah (swt) 
makes the same declaration: 

 

“Allah has promised, to those among you who 
believe and work righteous deeds, that He will, of 

a surety, grant them in the land, inheritance (of 
power), as He granted it to those before them; 

that He will establish in authority their religion 
(Deen)—the one which He has chosen for them; 
and that He will change (their state), after the 

fear in which they (lived), to one of security and 
peace: ‘They will worship Me (alone) and not 

associate aught with Me.’ If any do reject Faith 
after this, they are rebellious and wicked.” (al 

Nūr, 24:55) 

 

If revolution is defined as a total change, it is 

surely illustrated for us by the process described 

in this āyah. After years of living with fear, 

instability, and insecurity, upon meeting the 

criteria that Allah (swt) has laid out, which is 

acceptance and implementation of the His Deen—

the way of life chosen and prescribed by Him—

the oppressed masses will be transformed and 

will bring into fruition His promise, establishing 

Islam with all of its moral social, political, and 

economic implications and guidelines. He will 

move those who were once oppressed into a 

position of authority, peace, and security, where 

they will gain full responsibility over the 

collection and distribution of resources.  

 

We must remember, however, that this promise is 

conditional. It is a promise only to those who 

believe and work righteous deeds. It will not 

come to fruition with a passive or stagnant state 

of being. Allah says that He will not change the 

condition of a people until they change within 

themselves (13:11). The first revolution is an 

internal one. When we move from a material-

centered life and mentality to a spiritual, īmān- 
and taqwa-based one, we have practiced this 

revolution. Our focus and concentration changes 

from this life to the Hereafter, and we exchange 

the traps and distractions of America—drugs, 

alcohol, fornication, confusion, and darkness—for 

the Straight Path (Sirāt al-Mustaqīm). This is a 

revolution. This is why Allah commands us first 

to establish regular prayer (Salāh), give regular 
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charity (Zakāh), and to obey Him and His 

Messenger (saw); so that His mercy may express 

itself in every area of our lives:  

 

“So establish regular Prayer and give regular 
Charity; and obey the Messenger; that ye may 

receive mercy. Never think thou that the 
Unbelievers are going to frustrate (Allah’s Plan) 
on earth: Their abode is the Fire—and it is indeed 

an evil refuge! (al Nūr, 24:56-57) 

 

We must never become hopeless or helpless. 

Allah’s promise is one binding forever, even in 

today’s time. It is alive in our hearts despite the 

fact that we face the full onslaught of Western 

and Zionist imperialistic power. We are 

optimistic, even as we recognize that our Ummah 
is disunited, disorganized, and led by stooges 

who place our people and our resources at the 

disposal of the enemies of Allah (swt) and 

humanity. In spite of all of this, Allah’s promise 

still remains true.  

 

Never think that the unbelievers will reign 

supreme forever. Like the arrogant, seemingly 

invincible Pharaoh of Prophet Mūsa’s (as) time, 

only the raging Fire awaits them. As for the 

believers, we must focus on the fact that Islam 

continues to grow and develop worldwide. It is 

not a question of if Islam will come to power; our 

only question should be how and when. Let us 

fully realize the first step, which we have already 

taken: belief. True belief changes our psychology 

to one of independence (from man) and liberation 

(dependence only on Allah and His promise). 

 

Let us return to revelation and revolution—absolute 

change rooted in Allah’s guidance. Let us 

encourage ourselves, our families, and even our 

Islamic organizations to genuinely trust in Allah 

(swt) and work for Islam. Let us stop begging the 

criminal for justice. Let us stop begging the U.S. 

government or the United Nations for security or 

sustenance. Allah is the Security (As-Salām) and 

the Giver (Ar-Razzāq).  

 

In closing, we must remind ourselves that neither 

Mūsa (as), Muhammad (saw), nor any other 

Prophet sought to assimilate with the enemies of 

Allah (swt), embodied by kufr-based power 

structures. Instead, the prophet-revolutionaries 

fought and struggled to establish societies in 

which the law of Allah (swt) would reign 

supreme.  

 

Do we believe that Allah’s promise extends to 

integrationists and assimilationists? Can we trust 

our economics to Wall Street? Should our 

advertisements (of Islam) be left to Madison 

Avenue? Can we trust the public schools to 

educate and train our children to become good 

Muslims? Emphatically NO. 

 

We ask Allah (swt) to work on the hearts and 

minds of our Muslim leaders around the world 

and here in the West to stop playing games with 

belief and the believers. How will we be safe? We 

must regain and re-establish the Islamic way of 

life in all spheres. America, under Zionist control, 

will attack us in our occupations, in the media, in 

the courts, in Congress, and in schools. There can 

be no excuses—we have our role models for 

revolution through revelation in the many 

Prophets who took on the responsibility of 

reshaping society. We have the Qur’ān: 

 

“This is the Book; In it is guidance sure, without 
doubt, to those who fear Allah.” (al Baqarah, 2:2) 

 

No matter if the believing masses lose their way 

for years, decades, or even centuries, Allah has 

given us the way back to truth, stability, peace, 

and security: it is achieved by returning to His 

Book and obeying and implementing its 

instructions. Previous Prophets and Messengers 

caused revolutions to occur by following this 

simple formula.   

 

We end just as we began—with Allah’s message 

to us: that we must change. We must, for our 

own salvation and for the salvation of the world, 

change. Change from dependence on Kufrstan (“the 



5 

Land of Unbelief”) and its institutions to 

independence, to be in found in tawakkul (trust in 

Allah). Change from being mere consumers to 

being producers. Change from being kufr-based 

information conduits to being students of Islam. 

Change from being fearful of man to being fearful 

only of displeasing Allah (swt).  
 

“…Verily never will Allah change the condition 
of a people until they change it themselves (with 

their own souls)...” (al Ra’d, 13:11) 
 

 
 

            

ACTIVITIES AT MASJID AL-ISLAM 
 

Salātul Jumu’ah..……………………Fridays @ 12:30 pm 

Family Night.……………first Saturday of every month  

 

 

REGULAR CLASS SCHEDULE 

 
Ta’lim.………………………. Sundays after Salātul Zuhr 
Islamic Studies …………………….Mondays @ 7:00 pm 

Brotherhood/Leadership Class…..Tuesdays @ 7:00 pm 

Prayer/Basics of Islam Class….Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm  

Sisterhood (An-Nisā’) Class.….. Saturdays @ 11:00 am

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

THINGS TO DO NOW! 

      
1. Spend at least thirty minutes a day reading the 

Book of Allah (the Qur’ān). The early morning, 

before or after Salāt ul-Fajr, is the best time for 

framing the Word of Allah. 

 

2. Not only learn to read and recite the Qur’ān 

and Hadīth, but ponder and reflect over its 

deeper meanings. Also study the life of the 

Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, and 

the history of Islam and Muslims.  

 

3. Be very conscious about physical fitness and 

exercise. Diet, and abstain completely from 

alcohol, drugs, and smoking.  

 

4. Be neat, clean, and well-groomed, for Islam 

was founded on cleanliness.  

 

5. Always be truthful, and never tell lies.  

 

6. Fulfill your promises and agreements. Never 

breach a contract, regardless of circumstances.  

 

7. Be courageous and enduring. The highest 

degree of courage is telling the truth in your 

own disfavor, keeping secrets, admitting 

mistakes, and controlling yourself when 

angry. 

 

8. Always be serious and dignified; however, 

this should not prevent you from smiling or 

engaging in truthful jesting.  

 

9. Always be equitable and of sound judgement 

in all situations. Never allow your anger to 

make you forget merits, nor let affection and 

pleasure blind you to defects. Don’t allow 

disputes to make you ungrateful. Always 

speak the truth, no matter how painful it is, 

even if it is against yourself or against the 

people dearest to you. 

 

10. Be active, energetic, and skilled in public 

services. You should feel happy when you 

offer a service to another person. You should 

feel compelled to visit the sick, assist the 

needy, support the weak, and give relief to the 

ill-fated, even if it is only a kind word of 

sympathy. Always rush to do good deeds. 

 

11. Be compassionate, graciously excusing and 

forgiving others. Be tender, forbearing, and 

clement to people and animals and observe 

good manners with everyone. Observe Islamic 

social injunctions. Be merciful to the young 

and respectful to the old. Make room for your 

brother and sister in meetings and gatherings. 

Don’t be noisy. Always seek permission before 

entering non-public places and make a 

courteous exit.  
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12. Be proficient in reading and writing. Establish 

a private library, no matter how small. Become 

familiar with the general Islamic subjects to 

such a degree that you are capable of forming 

judgements concerning day to day problems.  

 

13. Undertake some economic enterprise. Try to 

establish a private business regardless of how 

small it might be.  

 

14. Perform your job in the best manner you can 

and stay away from dishonesty and cheating. 

Observe your appointments and be on time.  

 

15. Foster Islamic wealth in general by 

encouraging and helping Islamic economic 

institutions. Be careful about your money; 

don’t let it fall into un-Islamic hands 

regardless of the circumstances. Eat and wear 

products of Islamic enterprises.  

 

16. Contribute a portion of your wealth to the 

Islamic community. Pay Zakāt, no matter how 

small your income; only Allah knows what the 

future will bring.             

 

17. Save a portion of your income; only Allah 

knows what the future will bring.  

 

18. Strive to make your daily life Islamic in every 

aspect—legal, educational, economic, in your 

greetings and language, etc. 

 

19. Perfect your prayers and strive to perform 

them within their proper time periods. Also 

try to pray in congregation in the masjid as 

often as possible.  

 

20. Strive hard against your own soul until it is 

under your full control. Lower your gaze, 

control your emotions, and direct your sexual 

urge to decent and legal outlets.  

 

21. Always cherish the intention of jihād and the 

desire for martyrdom in the way of Allah and 

actually prepare yourself for that.  

 

22. Spend some time every night before going to 

bed on self-criticism, reflecting upon the good 

or bad things you have done throughout the 

day.  

 

23. Avoid unnecessary luxury and all aspects of 

softness and laxity.  

 

24. Know all your brothers and sisters. Love them, 

respect them, and help them in any way 

possible. Be at all meeting and seminars, being 

absent only when absolutely necessary. 

 

25. Call others to Islam. Familiarize your 

leadership with your activities, and never 

undertake any action without first consulting 

your leadership. Keep yourself in constant 

spiritual and physical contact with your 

community and always consider yourself a 

soldier in the barracks awaiting a command.  
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