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In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
AS-SABIQUN 

“The vanguard of Islam—the first of those who forsook their homes, and of those who gave them aid, and 
also those who follow them in all good deeds—well-pleased is Allah with them, as are they with Him: For 
them hath He prepared Gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell therein forever: that is the supreme 
Felicity.” (al Tawbah, 9:100) 

Masjid Al-Islam’s Newsletter of Islamic Movement 
Rajab/Sha’bān 1416 AH December 1995 

MISSION AND MOVEMENT 
 

“If they had intended to come out, they would 

certainly have made some preparation therefor; 

but Allah was averse to their being sent forth; so 

He made them lag behind, and they were told, ’Sit 

ye among those who sit (inactive).’” 

 (al Tawbah, 9:46) 

 

One of the greatest obstacles in the path of Islam 

and the growth and development of the Muslims 

in the West and around the world is our inability 

to plan (make preparations) and to employ 

strategic thinking. When we speak of planning, a 

few points will help to clarify its meaning: (1) 

planning involves selecting in the present a 

course of action for the future (insha’Allāh); (2) it 

involves setting goals, and charting courses made 

up of multiple objectives towards achieving them; 

(3) it involves making assumptions about the 

future (all assumptions, of course, are based on 

limited human insight, for Allah determines all 

things); and (4) with the help of Allah, planning 

should be viewed as a window to the future. In 

light of these points, in this issue, we shall present 

our (As-Sābiqūn) mission statement and goals as 

a jamā’at. 
 

Most achievements of Islamic movements of the 

past were marginal in the area of planning, 

preparation, allocation of resources, and their 

ability to anticipate the actions of their enemies. If 

we are serious about establishing Islam, we 

should then plan and prepare for Islam’s victory 

over disbelief. As Muslims, we must set our own 

agenda based on what Islam dictates. If we fail to 

plan, we will fall victim to the designs of others. 

When we study our model of excellence, Prophet 

Muhammad (saw), we see in his example a model 

for planning and preparation once he was 

commissioned by Allah to establish Islam around 

the globe. This was a lofty goal and various 

objectives were employed by him to accomplish 

this goal. To set off his mission, one of his 

primary objectives was to prepare the hearts and 

minds of his Companions by teaching the 

foundation of Islam—tawheed (the oneness of 

Allah)—for thirteen years. Other objectives 

included the defeat of the Quraysh, the 

establishment of Islam in Arabia, and ultimately, 

the development of something the world had 

never imagined or seen before—the development 

of a planet-wide community—an Ummah bound 

together not by geography and race, but by its 

submission to Allah and the tenets of al-Islam. To 

most people in Prophet Muhammad’s (saw) time, 

such goals were seen as nonsensical and suicidal. 

Yet the Prophet planned and prepared. Through 
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his supreme confidence in Allah (swt), he was 

able in a very short time to accomplish all of his 

objectives and to establish an Islamic system 

which carried on the spread of Islam after his 

death. It was the Prophet’s example in planning 

and preparing that we studied in the preparation 

of our own mission statement and goals.  

 

Planning is to a movement, business, or nation as 

sight is to a driver. It provides leadership with a 

window to the future. This window aids 

leadership in determining the direction in which 

the jamā’at should proceed. Through planning, 

leaders attempt to crystallize and solidify their 

vision. Planning also enables the leadership to 

better foresee upcoming events and prepare for 

them adequately.  

 

What follows is the Mission Statement and Goals 

of the As-Sābiqūn movement. A mission 

statement is a declaration of who you are. A goal 

is the ultimate target one endeavors to achieve 

using various objectives. In defining our mission 

statement and goals, we have, insha’Allāh, begun 

the planning and preparation that is crucial to 

any movement.  

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

As-Sābiqūn is an affiliation of several masājid 

who have as their central tenet the establishment 

of the Deen of Allah (Iqāmatul-Deen/Actions 

and Efforts in the Way of Allah). Toward that 

end, we are focused on the development of an 

organized Islamic movement in America which is 

capable of producing individuals and institutions 

whose orientation and talents will, insha’Allāh, 

be in total, complete, and uncompromised service 

of Allah (swt). 

 

GOALS 

 

1. Establish the Deen of Allah (Iqāmatul-

Deen/Actions and Efforts in the Way of Allah). 
 

2. In the way of Iqāmatul-Deen we will actively 
pursue the following goals: 
 
• Masājid. Establishing centers of spiritual and 

moral training which serve first and foremost 
as places to regularly worship Allah (swt) in 
congregation, but also as havens of security 
and fortresses for the preservation of Islam. 

• Da’wah. Invitation to Islam. 
• Islamic Educational Institutions. 

Prioritizing the creation of full-time schools 
for our children, which will train and develop 
future Islamic leaders, insha’Allāh.  

• Economic Opportunity. Creating businesses 
and employment opportunities for the 
community.  

• Community Housing. Developing 
geographical integrity as a community.  

• Social Welfare Institutions. Responding to 
the need for spiritual and material assistance, 
which includes support from the general 
Muslim community.  

 

3. Develop an organized Islamic movement in 
America. This movement will, insha’Allāh, have 
the faith, strength, efficiency, and effectiveness to 
lead, train, and guide Muslims and the general 
society.  

 
4. Through our work and sacrifice, we hope to become 

a model “Islamic community.” We define an 
Islamic community as one which is self-sufficient, 
independent, and well-guided. A community in 
which true brotherhood and sisterhood is clearly 
defined and practiced. We do not, however, limit 
ourselves by defining “community” as one 
geographical location. Instead, we intend to 
establish, with the help of Allah, multiple masjid-
centered communities across the country. 

 
5. So crucial is the development of an economic base 

for our community that we take as a major goal 
our development as one of the main suppliers of 
Islamic books, media, fragrances, and other 
products in the United States. 
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As you can see, our goals are designed to propel 

us toward our destination. With goals, we can 

prepare our resources, develop priorities, and 

plan for success. We should be confident that 

Allah will protect us and guide us forward 

toward these goals. Goals must have order and 

consistency, which means all of our efforts should 

be pointed in the same direction. Another element 

of success that should be mentioned here is goal 

cooperation. This requires a highly committed 

group of people of different backgrounds and 

with different skills and abilities to work together 

to achieve a clear, identifiable goal. We believe we 

can succeed. As oppressed people, let us tie 

ourselves to our potential and not our history.  

 

“Against them make ready (prepare) your 

strength to the utmost of your power, 

including steeds of war, to strike terror into 

(the hearts of) the enemies of Allah and your 

enemies, and others besides, whom ye may 

not know, but whom Allah doth know. 

Whatever ye shall spend in the cause of Allah, 

shall be repaid unto you, and ye shall not be 

treated unjustly.” (al Anfāl, 8:60) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

ACTIVITIES AT MASJID AL-ISLAM 
 

Salātul Jumu’ah..……………………Fridays @ 12:30 pm 

Family Night.……………first Saturday of every month  

 

 

REGULAR CLASS SCHEDULE 

 
Ta’lim.………………………. Sundays after Salātul Zuhr 
Islamic Studies …………………….Mondays @ 7:00 pm 

Brotherhood/Leadership Class…..Tuesdays @ 7:00 pm 

Prayer/Basics of Islam Class….Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm  

Sisterhood (An-Nisā’) Class.….. Saturdays @ 11:00 am 

 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

THINGS TO DO NOW! 

      
1. Spend at least thirty minutes a day reading the 

Book of Allah (the Qur’ān). The early morning, 

before or after Salātul-Fajr, is the best time for 

framing the Word of Allah. 

 

2. Not only learn to read and recite the Qur’ān 

and Hadīth, but ponder and reflect over its 

deeper meanings. Also study the life of the 

Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, and 

the history of Islam and Muslims.  

 

3. Be very conscious about physical fitness and 

exercise. Diet, and abstain completely from 

alcohol, drugs, and smoking.  

 

4. Be neat, clean, and well-groomed, for Islam 

was founded on cleanliness.  

 

5. Always be truthful, and never tell lies.  

 

6. Fulfill your promises and agreements. Never 

breach a contract, regardless of circumstances.  

 

7. Be courageous and enduring. The highest 

degree of courage is telling the truth in your 

own disfavor, keeping secrets, admitting 

mistakes, and controlling yourself when 

angry. 

 

8. Always be serious and dignified; however, 

this should not prevent you from smiling or 

engaging in truthful jesting.  
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9. Always be equitable and of sound judgement 

in all situations. Never allow your anger to 

make you forget merits, nor let affection and 

pleasure blind you to defects. Don’t allow 

disputes to make you ungrateful. Always 

speak the truth, no matter how painful it is, 

even if it is against yourself or against the 

people dearest to you. 

 

10. Be active, energetic, and skilled in public 

services. You should feel happy when you 

offer a service to another person. You should 

feel compelled to visit the sick, assist the 

needy, support the weak, and give relief to the 

ill-fated, even if it is only a kind word of 

sympathy. Always rush to do good deeds. 

 

11. Be compassionate, graciously excusing and 

forgiving others. Be tender, forbearing, and 

clement to people and animals and observe 

good manners with everyone. Observe Islamic 

social injunctions. Be merciful to the young 

and respectful to the old. Make room for your 

brother and sister in meetings and gatherings. 

Don’t be noisy. Always seek permission before 

entering non-public places and make a 

courteous exit.  

 

12. Be proficient in reading and writing. Establish 

a private library, no matter how small. Become 

familiar with the general Islamic subjects to 

such a degree that you are capable of forming 

judgements concerning day to day problems.  

 

13. Undertake some economic enterprise. Try to 

establish a private business regardless of how 

small it might be.  

 

14. Perform your job in the best manner you can 

and stay away from dishonesty and cheating. 

Observe your appointments and be on time.  

 

15. Foster Islamic wealth in general by 

encouraging and helping Islamic economic 

institutions. Be careful about your money; 

don’t let it fall into un-Islamic hands 

regardless of the circumstances. Eat and wear 

products of Islamic enterprises.  

 

16. Contribute a portion of your wealth to the 

Islamic community. Pay Zakāt, no matter how 

small your income; only Allah knows what the 

future will bring.             

 

17. Save a portion of your income; only Allah 

knows what the future will bring.  

 

18. Strive to make your daily life Islamic in every 

aspect—legal, educational, economic, in your 

greetings and language, etc. 

 

19. Perfect your prayers and strive to perform 

them within their proper time periods. Also 

try to pray in congregation in the masjid as 

often as possible.  

 

20. Strive hard against your own soul until it is 

under your full control. Lower your gaze, 

control your emotions, and direct your sexual 

urge to decent and legal outlets.  

 

21. Always cherish the intention of jihād and the 

desire for martyrdom in the way of Allah and 

actually prepare yourself for that.  

 

22. Spend some time every night before going to 

bed on self-criticism, reflecting upon the good 

or bad things you have done throughout the 

day.  

 

23. Avoid unnecessary luxury and all aspects of 

softness and laxity.  

 

24. Know all your brothers and sisters. Love them, 

respect them, and help them in any way 

possible. Be at all meeting and seminars, being 

absent only when absolutely necessary. 

 

25. Call others to Islam. Familiarize your 

leadership with your activities, and never 

undertake any action without first consulting 

your leadership. Keep yourself in constant 

spiritual and physical contact with your 

community and always consider yourself a 

soldier in the barracks awaiting a command.  
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