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In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
AS-SABIQUN 

“The vanguard of Islam—the first of those who forsook their homes, and of those who gave them aid, and 
also those who follow them in all good deeds—well-pleased is Allah with them, as are they with Him: For 
them hath He prepared Gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell therein forever: that is the supreme 
Felicity.” (al Tawbah, 9:100) 

Masjid Al-Islam’s Newsletter of Islamic Movement 
Rajab/Sha’bān 1417 AH December 1996 

AS-SĀBIQŪN IS ON THE 
MOVE!!! 

 

We take our name from the Qur’ān. In the 100th 
āyah of Sūrah al Tawbah, a group of people are 
described—as-Sābiqūn—who consist of the Ansār, 
the Muhājirīn, and the Tabi’īn (those who follow 
them in good works)¹. As-Sābiqūn members have 
made these people our role models, and we strive 
to emulate their lives and examples.  
 
Today, we see ourselves like those of the past. 
The Sābiqūn of the past did not wait for the 
approval of society to act upon the calls of the 
Prophets. We also set out to act upon the call of 
Islam when we heard it, in spite of whatever 
ideas society might have had about this Deen.  
 
We are currently in another phase of Islamic 
struggle. This phase is one of community-
building and institutional construction. We 
believe that in order for Islam to grow, develop, 
and prosper in America, we must take the 
offensive in laying the groundwork and making 
preparation for calling America to Islam. At this 
time, we are working to build a strong 
infrastructure capable of launching this needed 
offensive. Our concerns are presently focused on 

four major areas: 1) masājid, 2) schools, 3) 
businesses, and 4) geographical integrity.  
 
 
MASĀJID 
 
In the absence of an Islamic government, the 
masjid (especially in foreign societies) should 
become our focal point of action. The masjid will 
serve as the center of spiritual, moral, and ethical 
training. As we review history, we find that the 
masjid was a haven of security and a fortress for 
the preservation of Islam and Islamic culture.  
 
The masjid traditionally held classes and seminars 
on all subjects pertaining to society-building and 
protecting society from the onslaught of Western 
culture and other forms of jāhiliyyah. Everything 
from marriage counseling to physical training 
was conducted at the masjid. In fact, the 
collectivity of masājid in many of our countries 
has proven to be the greatest source of opposition 
against anti-Islamic laws and policies and against 
those who wish to obstruct the establishment of 
an Islamic society. 
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Therefore, after careful examination, we believe 
that our first step in community-building should 
be the establishment of the masjid. Similar to what 
has taken place throughout Muslim history, as 
outlined above, the masājid that we establish shall 
act, insha’Allāh, as fortresses against general 
societal pollution. They will serve as a place to 
collect the Muslims, organize them, and direct 
our human and material resources towards the 
cause of Allah (swt).  
 
Through the implementation of the basic 
principles of Islam—1) Shahādah: belief in the 
oneness of Allah—tawheed—and in the final 
Prophet, Muhammad (saw); 2) Salāt; 3) Zakāt; 4) 
Sawm; and 5) Hajj—we will increasingly be able 
to engage collectively in healthy community work 
all leading in the same direction.  
 
 
SCHOOLS 
 
The second pillar in our structure is Islamic 
education. We have bore witness to the pollution 
of a non-believing society and the harm it has 
caused to our adult population. We can only 
imagine how much more dangerous it must be 
for our children. Therefore, Islamic education is of 
foremost importance to us. For the past seven 
years, we have been operating a full-time school 
in Oakland, CA. Insha’Allāh, our next targets for 
this project are Washington, D.C. and 
Philadelphia, PA.  
 
We believe that the new Islamic leadership in 
America will come from our own educational 
centers. Correct education, adāb, training, and 
discipline can only come from Islamic schools. 
Islamic schools can raise children with a strong 
Islamic identity so that they can effectively meet 
and deal with the challenges of growing up in the 
West, and so they could be the ones to mold 
society  
(insha’Allāh) instead of having society mold them.    
 

 
BUSINESSES 
 
One of the main weaknesses of the Islamic 
movement is financial instability and 
dependence. Most Islamic movements or 
organizations are dependent upon rich 
governments, wealthy individuals, and/or 
assistance from organizations who, in the future, 
may exercise control over their direction and 
freedom of action. For this reason, we have 
striven to support ourselves and all of our 
activities independently. We at Masjid al-Islam 
maintain a bookstore at each of our locations. 
Each store sells books, fragrances, clothing, and 
other interesting Islamic products. As a 
community project, we also buy and sell 
automobiles. Therefore, any member of our 
community can purchase a car without ribā 
(interest or usury). We also operate a mail order 
business via catalog advertisement. Finally, we 
have maintained a moving company for over 
three years, masha’Allāh. The purpose of all of 
these businesses has been to stand on our own 
feet so that we may remain independent and 
dynamic.     
 
 
GEOGRAPHICAL INTEGRITY 
 
For us, geographical integrity means that after 
establishing a masjid, we should consolidate our 
efforts by living in close proximity to it. This will 
serve as the beginning of an Islamic community. 
In a non-Islamic society, there is a need for a 
model community where people can see Islam in 
action. This is achieved by the believers living 
together, working together, praying together, and 
building a true picture of a functional Islamic 
society. With this developed society also comes 
solidarity and physical safety as well as 
psychological security in numbers and likeness. 
As we move closer to the locale of the masjid, we 
become a concentrated, single-minded people. In 
time, all of the healthy institutions needed to plan 
and sustain growth are manifested. As this 
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process continues, we become a community 
within a community, a city within a city, a nation 
within a nation—an Ummah determining and 
directing its own affairs.  
 
Our goal is to establish communities all around 
America with all of the above institutions and 
characteristics. With the help of Allah (swt), we 
will continue to hope and plan for the future.  
 
 
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 
 
When we came to Washington, D.C. in June 1989, 
we found a city that had suffered from an 
enormous amount of government oppression and 
suppression. There was also a strong air of 
internal self-doubt and disappointment.  
 
During the 1970s and early 1980s, D.C. was at the 
vanguard of the Islamic movement in the U.S. 
The Islamic Party was headquartered here in D.C. 
The Dar al-Islam movement had a masjid here as 
well. Also, the Hanafi Organization had been 
stationed here. During that time period, 
Washington, D.C. was characterized by an air of 
optimism, hopefulness, and positive expectation 
about the future of Islam in North America. It 
was believed that through strong belief, 
enthusiasm, and sincere work in the way of Allah, 
everything was possible and attainable and that 
in the near future, we would see a full-fledged 
Islamic society in North America. However, by 
1989, the Islamic movement was in total disarray. 
It suffered from the “Three D’s”—
Disillusionment, Discouragement, and Disunity: 
 

1. Disillusionment: The Islamic movement 
had become disenchanted with its own 
leadership and its ability (or lack thereof) 
to deal properly with its environment. The 
believers felt that its leadership was 
unable to cope effectively with success or 
failure. Success brought arrogance and 
materialism from the leadership. 
Brotherhood was sacrificed for power, 

position, and status. External attacks from 
government agencies finished off a 
movement which, prior to this period, was 
ready to change the world. The self-
inflicted wounds of arrogance and 
insensitivity were more harmful than the 
government attacks.  

2. Discouragement: The feeling of 
discouragement set in when the followers 
saw and realized that the leadership either 
had no intention or was unable to lead the 
movement to the promised goal of an 
Islamic society within North America. 
Simultaneously, the Saudi forces were 
busy spending money to pacify Muslims 
and to put out the fire of Islam that 
burned in the hearts of the believers.  

3. Disunity: This disappointment caused the 
general body of Muslim activists to 
become suspicious of all Islamic 
leadership. An air of mistrust hung over 
D.C. By the year 1989, only a few held on 
to the hope of establishing Islam in North 
America. The atmosphere was one of 
disunity and mistrust between 
organizations, leaders, and their 
respective followers, as well as from one 
individual to the next.     

 
It was truly a sad state of affairs when we arrived 
here in D.C. in 1989. Our mission then, as well as 
now, was to rebuild the confidence and character 
of the Muslims as well as of community. Thanks 
to Allah, within our masjid, we have made some 
progress in redeveloping trust and hopefulness, 
and recharging the air with optimism and 
positive expectations.  

 
We believe that the climate in America is just 
right for the spread of Islam. However, while the 
climate might be right, there needs to be an 
organized group of Muslims with a plan for 
establishing Islam in America. This organized 
group, or movement, must progress through the 
following steps:  
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1) Diagnosis of the current ailments in 
society. Thoroughly examine the 
circumstances, conditions, and dynamics 
of America. What and where are the roots 
of ignorance? How do the roles of 
Zionism, racism, and other aspects of 
darkness grip the society?  

2) Scheme of reformation. Determine where 
exactly to strike the blow so as to break 
the power of non-Islam and enable Islam 
to spread and grow. 

3) Estimation of our resources and 
limitations. Weigh and estimate the 
power at our disposal and determine the 
line of action for bringing about the 
Islamic revolution (or evolution).   

4) Intellectual revolution. Shape the ideas, 
beliefs, and moral viewpoints of the 
people in the general society into an 
Islamic mold; develop an Islamic system 
of education and establish the Islamic 
sciences; foster the growth of an Islamic 
attitude in general.  

5) Practical reforms. Eradicate evil customs, 
cleanse morals, and generate a love for 
Islamic values and law by demonstrating 
how the true practice of Islam can build 
society.  

6) Build a mass movement. As love for the 
Islamic way of living expands across the 
general society, the group must have the 
strength and endurance to counter the 
political forces that will naturally seek to 
suppress it.  

7) Final goal. Harness the power and 
resources of the West for Islam. Establish 
the system of Islamic governance known 
as Khilāfah, or the Caliphate, patterned 
after the leadership exemplified by 
Prophet Muhammad (saw). 

 
To some, this may seem like an unrealistic dream, 
but we believe that the root of our modern 
problems is our inability to dream big—to 
visualize ourselves as excellent rulers and 
managers of society and of world affairs. As with 

all people, if we work, train, and educate 
ourselves, Allah (swt) will help us with whatever 
we need for this mission. We hope that our 
friends have confidence in our ability to examine 
this society, make correct judgements about it, 
and to formulate an organized system to change it 
(insha’Allāh).  
 
 
OBSTACLES IN MOVEMENT 
 
Because of our mission, we have encountered a 
lot of hardship. We would like to mention a few 
points concerning our present situation that will, 
insha’Allāh, prevent those who read this from 
playing a part in hindering the progress of our 
Islamic work.  
 
Much of what we face as a community—and I 
face as the Imām—amounts to what the Qur’ān 
refers to as a “trifling annoyance” (3:111). Although 
what we encounter may simply be dismissed as 
annoyances, some of this idle gossip could hurt 
the reputation of the community if left 
unchecked. We only mention this situation now 
because rumors, half-truths, and in most cases, 
outright lies have been spreading up and down 
the East Coast of the U.S. concerning who we are 
and what we represent. These misconceptions 
could only serve the interests of Zionism and kufr.  
 
As practicing Muslims, we should not want to 
become tools or stooges against other Muslims 
unknowingly. In this regard, the Qur’ān tells us: 
 

“Allah loveth not that evil should be noised 
abroad in public speech, except where injustice 

hath been done: for Allah is He who heareth and 
knoweth all things. Whether ye publish a good 

deed or conceal it or cover evil with pardon, 
verily Allah doth blot out (sins) and hath power 
(in the judgement of values).” (al Nisā’, 4:148-149) 

 
Tafseer/Commentary²: 
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We can make a public scandal of evil in 
many ways. (1) It may be idle sensation-
mongering: it often leads to more evil by 
imitation, as where criminal deeds are 
glorified in a cinema, or talked about 
shamelessly in a novel or drama. (2) It 
may be malicious gossip of a foolish, 
personal kind: it does no good, but it hurts 
people’s feelings. (3) It may be malevolent 
slander or libel: it is intended deliberately 
to cause harm to people’s reputation or 
injure them in other ways, and is rightly 
punishable under all laws. (4) It may be a 
public rebuke or correction or 
remonstrance, without malice. (1), (2) and 
(3) are absolutely forbidden. (4) may be by 
a person in authority; in which the 
exception applies, for all wrong or 
injustice must be corrected openly, to 
prevent recurrence. Or (4) may be by a 
person not vested with authority, but 
acting either from motives of public spirit, 
or in order to help some one who has been 
wronged; here again the exception will 
apply. But if the motive is different, the 
exception does not apply. (4) would also 
include a public complaint by a person 
who has suffered a wrong; he has every 
right to seek redress. 

 
Allah (swt) also tells us in the Qur’ān, in just a few 
āyahs back: 
 

“O ye who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, 
as witnesses to Allah, even as against yourselves, 

or your parents, or your kin, and whether it be 
(against) wich or poor: For Allah can best protect 
both. Follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest ye 
swerve, and if ye distort (justice) or decline to do 
justice, verily Allah is well-acquainted with all 

that ye do.” (al Nisā’, 4:135) 
 

Towards addressing the various rumors that have 
been circulating regarding our community, we 
would like to take this opportunity to clarify four 
areas of concern that have been repeatedly 

expressed: 1) the claim by some that Masjid al-
Islam is a Shi’a masjid; 2) that the process of shūrā 
is non-existent in our masjid; 3) confusion about 
our resources; and 4) an attitude against the 
institution of bay’ah. 
 
Firstly, let it be known that Masjid al-Islam is not 
a Shi’a masjid, and that Imam Abdul-Alim Musa, 
its imām, is not a Shi’a, nor is he practicing taqiyah 
(concealment), for he has nothing to hide from the 
believers. In addition, he is not afraid of any of 
you who, with evil design, make this claim. In 
fact, his love for the Muslims overrides your state 
of ignorance. To make the claim that one is a Shi’a 
or that a masjid is a Shi’a masjid simply because a 
few Shi’a books are sold inside of it is completely 
baseless and invalid. People have come to the 
bookstore in our masjid condemning Shi’as but 
when given the opportunity to examine the Shi’a 
literature, the only petty and absurd response that 
can be offered is that the Shi’a practice taqiyah and 
so therefore, all of their own literature is based on 
lies. Pointing out to these people the criterion for 
taqiyah only serves to heighten their anger. Our 
position about any people is to study what they 
say about themselves and not only what others 
say about them. It is unjust to accuse someone of 
an act, and then to say that this person 
automatically lies (practices taqiyah) in his own 
defense. Once again, having a few books on 
Shi’ism or speaking at the IEC (Islamic 
Educational Center)³ does not make one a Shi’a. 
Anyone spreading this rumor is causing an 
injustice to our community by spreading 
falsehood and increasing doubts about our 
motives and intentions.  
 
After reading this, we ask that any of you who 
encounter such rumors demand an explanation of 
the things that are spoken of behind another 
believer’s back. Never have such rumor-
spreading individuals faced us publicly, giving us 
the opportunity to defend ourselves. 
 
It is related by ‘Abdullāh ibn Masūd that the 
Messenger of Allah (saw) once said: “None of my 
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Companions should carry tales concerning any 
other (Companion) to me. I want that when I 
come to you (i.e., meet you) my heart should be 
free from taint (against everyone).” (Abū 
Dawūd) 
 
Commentary⁴: 
 

This hadīth stresses that people should 
avoid even listening to things said against 
others which are likely to produce feelings 
of anger or enmity in their hearts. It 
should, however, be clear that there can be 
occasions in which it may be in the 
interest of Faith or necessary from the 
viewpoint of the Sharī’ah to say or hear 
such a thing. In such cases, the rule [of 
avoidance] will not apply.  

 
It is related by Abū Barza Aslami that the 
Messenger of Allah (saw) said: “O people who 
have affirmed Faith (only) with the tongue, and 
Islam has not yet entered into their hearts! Do 
not speak ill of Muslims behind their backs, and 
do not pry into their secrets, for whoever does 
so, Allah too, will treat him in the same manner. 
And whoever will be treated like that, from the 
side of Allah, will be made lowly and debased 
by Him, in his own house.” (Abū Dawūd) 
 
Commentary:  
 

This hadīth shows that to malign and vilify 
a Muslim and speak ill of him behind his 
back is characteristic of a hypocrite and 
only those will do so who are Muslims 
simply in name and their hearts are 
devoid of real Faith.  

 
It is related that the Prophet of Allah (saw) also 
said: During Mir’āj (the ascension of the Holy 
Prophet to the heavens), I passed by some people 
whose nails were red like copper, (and) they 
were scratching their faces and breasts with 
them. I enquired about them from Jibrīl as to 
who they were that such a terrible punishment 

was being inflicted upon them. Jibrīl replied 
that they used to eat the flesh of men in their 
lives (i.e., spoke ill of them and played foul with 
their reputations).” (Abū Dawūd) 
 
Commentary: 
 

Apparently, the nails of these persons had 
become red like copper in the heat of the 
fire of Hell and it was with them that they 
were scratching and wounding their faces 
and chests. In barzakh (the interval 
between death and the Resurrection Day), 
this punishment was particularly 
prescribed for them because back-biting 
was their favorite pastime in the world 
which, as we have just seen, was similar to 
eating the flesh of one’s brother.  

  
It is related that the following exchange took 
place between the Messenger of Allah (saw) and 
some of his Companions: “The Messenger of 
Allah (saw) asked, ‘Do you know what is 
backbiting?’ They responded, ‘Allah and His 
Messenger know best.’ The Messenger of Allah 
(saw) thereupon observed: ‘When you talk about 
a brother in a way that hurts or harms him, it is 
backbiting.’ It was asked, ‘Would it also amount 
to backbiting if I spoke of an evil of my brother 
that actually was present in him?’ The Messenger 
of Allah (saw) responded: ‘It will be backbiting 
only when the evil is present in him, while if it 
is not present (in him), it will be slander (which 
is even worse than backbiting).’” (Muslim) 
 
Commentary: 
 

It should, however, be noted that in case it 
became necessary to relate, truthfully, the 
fault or viciousness of an individual or 
group to others out of good will and 
sincerity to the bondsmen of Allah or for 
the eradication of an evil or mischief, 
relating to the Sharī’ah or morality being 
dependent on it, then it will not amount to 
the back-biting which is forbidden by the 
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Sharī’ah and is a major sin. On the other 
hand, in certain circumstances, it will be a 
virtuous act, meriting reward in the 
future. Thus, to depose against a criminal 
before an officer or to warn the people 
against a professional cheat or the 
rebutting of evidence of false and 
unreliable narrators of the Traditions, or 
to acquaint the people with the error of 
treacherous peddlers of Faith will all 
belong to the same category [of 
permissibility]. 

 
“O ye who believe! Let not some men among you 

laugh at others: It may be that the (latter) are 
better than the (former): Nor let some women 
laugh at others: It may be that the (latter) are 

better than the (former): Nor defame nor be 
sarcastic to each other, nor call each other by 
(offensive) nicknames: Ill-seeming is a name 

connoting wickedness, (to be used of one) after he 
has believed: And those who do not desist are 

(indeed) doing wrong. O ye who believe! Avoid 
suspicion as much (as possible): for suspicion in 
some cases is a sin: And spy not on each other, 
nor speak ill of each other behind their backs. 

Would any of you like to eat the flesh of his dead 
brother? Nay, ye would abhor it…But fear Allah: 
For Allah is Oft-Returning, Most Merciful.” (al 

Hujurāt, 49:11-12) 
 

So believers, please stop repeating malicious 
gossip. If you must continue to repeat these lies 
that have been circulating in regards to who we 
are, then at least have enough courage and 
backbone to present yourself and/or your sheikh 
or advisor to us so that we can defend ourselves 
and examine your assertions. 
 
Unfortunately, some believers think that because 
we are making some progress in the area of 
community-building, that this must be stopped or 
at least cut off from the mainstream body of 
Muslims. These believers—along with the 
Americans, Zionists, and their respective 
puppets—feel that like a cancer, Masjid al-Islam 

must be isolated systematically. This isolation 
often takes shape via discrediting and attacking 
the honor of the leadership, thereby placing our 
motives and intentions under suspicion. This 
kind of evil conjecture is unlawful.  
 
The backbiter remains always in the wrath of 
Allah till the Resurrection Day. It is reported that 
the Prophet Musa (as) said: “Whoever dies 
repentant of back-biting will enter last in 
Paradise, and whoever dies free from it will be 
the first of those who enter Paradise.”  
 
To confirm or corroborate backbiting amounts to 
the same guilt, and he who keeps silent at the 
time of backbiting is guilty of the same sin. The 
duty of a Muslim when a man backbites in his 
presence is to speak well of the defamed person 
or go away from the place of backbiting. Who of 
you remains silent when he witnesses his brother 
eating the flesh of a dead corpse? Backbiting is 
nothing but that.  
 
Backbiting is at the heart of most of the obstacles 
that we have faced as a community and this is 
why we have addressed it so extensively here. 
The next rumor that demands clarification 
regards our practice of shūrā (or lack thereof).   
 
“Those who hearken to their Lord, and establish 

regular prayer; who (conduct) their affairs by 
mutual Consultation; Who spend out of what We 
bestow on them for Sustenance; And those who, 
when an oppressive wrong is inflicted on them, 

(are not cowed but) help and defend themselves.” 
(al Shūrā, 42:38-39) 

 
Alhamdulillāh, we at Masjid al-Islam continue to 
conduct our activities openly in a consultative 
manner. Every Sunday at 12:30 pm, we have a 
tafseer of Qur’ān class after which we convene and 
discuss the general business of the community, in 
which anyone may participate. In addition to this 
and our brotherhood class on Tuesdays, we also 
hold weekly Wazīrate meetings to discuss various 
community affairs.  
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Thirdly, we must address confusion that has 
arisen concerning the resources that sustain our 
masjid. Let it be known that we are a self-
supportive community. The Masjid is supported 
by donations from the community as well as 
revenue from our businesses. The bookstore and 
fragrance business were established by the Imām 
as his own personal source of income, however 
nearly all the profits derived from this business is 
donated to the community. The car business was 
also started by the Imām for the benefit of the 
believers. This business idea came about as a 
result of us trying to free some aspect of our 
income from ribā (interest or usury). Once again, 
the small profit from this venture is recycled back 
into the community. The moving business is a 
cooperative venture by a group of believers 
within our community. The equipment was 
donated by one brother with the help of another. 
There are some who speculate that the resources 
that were used to build our businesses come from 
overseas. It is a shame that such a thing should be 
said of self-sacrificing Muslims. What is actually 
being expressed by those who give voice to 
rumors like this is that we cannot think or act on 
our own behalf—that there has to be some lighter, 
brighter, “straight-haired” help aiding and 
guiding us. May Allah (swt) save the Negro from 
himself and his self-imposed limitations. 
    
In addition to sustaining our masjid by donations 
from the community and revenue from these 
businesses, like any other community, we have 
fundraising events for specific projects. A weekly 
financial report is maintained which is witnessed 
by the believers. Periodic reports of our financial 
standing are also announced to the general body 
of believers. To those who are familiar with 
management only via “Board of Directors,” this 
system may seem quite out of the ordinary. The 
experiences of many of our Islamic organizations 
have shown that having a Board of Directors is 
ultimately a harmful practice which can be 
abused to control movement and leadership. The 

Islamic movement needs real leaders—not 
prisoners. 
 
Lastly, we must once again clarify bay’ah (the oath 
of allegiance). This institution was the straw that 
broke the camel’s back, so to say. The mere 
thought of a local Muslim pledging allegiance to 
another has enraged the Negro and his master. 
We will be attaching our earlier newsletter on this 
topic for the sake of those who would like to be 
enlightened about its significance. 
 
Before closing, we would like to draw attention to 
a disease in the Muslim community which we 
have faced. The best way to describe it is by using 
the Arabic word nafaqa, from the root N-F-Q. 
Nafaqa: (n.) a hole in the ground with another 
exit; a tunnel, underground passage. Munafaqa: 
(n.vb.) hypocrisy, dissimulation, dissemblance. 
Munāfiq: (n.) hypocrite. 
 
This disease comes in the form of people who 
have two faces. They come around for a while 
and pick up as much information as they can, 
masquerading as inside experts on Masjid al-
Islam. They are seemingly sweet and innocent, 
without blemish. Then they leave as quickly as 
they came. We all know that sincere believers act 
openly and publicly, and are fair and just; their 
sincerity will not allow them to sneak around 
calling other believers on the phone and keeping 
fitnah⁵ in the air. Believe me brothers and sisters, 
Allah has allowed us to survive pressure ten 
times the weight that your trifling annoyances 
produce.  
 
In closing, our prediction is that like others in the 
past, you may cause some initial discomfort, but 
in the end, you will only serve to elevate the 
consciousness of the general body of believers. 
Allah (swt) says in the Qur’ān: 
 
“When the Hypocrites come to thee, they say, ‘We 
bear witness that thou art indeed the Messenger 

of Allah.’ Yea, Allah knoweth that thou art 
indeed His Messenger, and Allah beareth witness 
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that the Hypocrites are indeed liars. They have 
made their oaths a screen (for their misdeeds): 

Thus they obstruct (men) from the Path of Allah: 
Truly evil are their deeds. That is because they 

believed, then they rejected Faith: So a seal was 
set on their hearts: therefore they understand not. 
When thou lookest at them, their exteriors please 
thee; and when they speak, thou listenest to their 
words. They are as (worthless as hollow) pieces 
of timber propped up, (unable to stand on their 

own). They think that every cry is against them. 
They are the enemies; so beware of them. The 

curse of Allah be on them! How are they deluded 
(away from the Truth)! And when it is said to 

them, ‘Come, the Messenger of Allah will pray for 
your forgiveness’, they turn aside their heads, and 
thou wouldst see them turning away their faces 
in arrogance. It is equal to them whether thou 

pray for their forgiveness or not. Allah will not 
forgive them. Truly Allah guides not rebellious 

transgressors.” (al Munāfiqūn, 63:1-6)  
 

“Why should ye be divided into two parties 
about the Hypocrites? Allah hath upset them for 

their (evil) deeds. Would ye guide those whom 
Allah hath thrown out of the Way? For those 

whom Allah hath thrown out of the Way, never 
shalt thou find the Way. They but wish that ye 

should reject Faith, as they do, and thus be on the 
same footing (as they): So take not friends from 
their ranks until they flee in the way of Allah 

(from what is forbidden), but if they turn 
renegades, seize them and slay them wherever ye 

find them; and (in any case) take no friends or 
helpers from their ranks.” (al Nisā’, 4:88-89) 

 
“They Hypocrites are afraid lest a Sūrah should 
be sent down about them, showing them what is 

(really passing) in their hearts. Say: ‘Mock ye! 
But verily, Allah will bring to light all that ye 

fear (should be revealed).’” (al Tawbah, 9:64) 
 

“The Unbelievers are protectors, one of another: 
Unless ye do this, (protect each other), there 

would be tumult and oppression on earth, and 
great mischief.” (al Anfāl, 8:73)  

 
“If they had come out with you, they would not 

have added to your (strength) but only (made for) 
disorder, hurrying to and fro in your midst and 
sowing sedition among you, and there would 
have been some among you who would have 

listened to them. But Allah knoweth well those 
who do wrong. Indeed they had plotted sedition 

before, and upset matters for thee—until the 
Truth arrived, and the Decree of Allah became 

manifest, much to their disgust.” (al Tawbah, 9:47)  
 

“If good befalls thee, it grieves them; but if a 
misfortune befalls thee, they say, ‘We took indeed 
our precautions beforehand.’ And they turn away 
rejoicing. Say: ‘Nothing will happen to us except 

what Allah has decreed for us: He is our 
Protector’: And on Allah let the Believers put 

their trust.” (al Tawbah, 9:50-51) 
 

 ¹ For more Qur’ānic references to the word as-Sābiqūn 
or variations of its root, review the August 1995 
edition of As-Sābiqūn newsletter or examine the 
following ayāt: Fātir, 35:32; al Wāqi’ah, 56:10-12; al 
Hadīd, 57:21; al Baqarah, 2:148; al Mā’idah, 5:48.  
² The tafseer provided is from ‘Abdullah Yusuf ‘Ali.  
³ A Shi’a masjid located in Potomac, MD.  
⁴ This hadīth commentary, along with those remaining 
in this issue, are cited from Ma’ariful Hadīth by 
Maulana Muhammad Manzoor Nu’mani.  
⁵ The word fitnah has several implications, including: 
temptation, trial, captivation, enticement, intrigue, 
sedition, treachery, dissension, and apostasy. 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ACTIVITIES AT MASJID AL-ISLAM 
 

Salātul Jumu’ah..……………………Fridays @ 12:30 pm 
Family Night.……………first Saturday of every month  
 

REGULAR CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
Ta’lim.………………………. Sundays after Salātul Zuhr 
Islamic Studies …………………….Mondays @ 7:00 pm 
Brotherhood/Leadership Class…..Tuesdays @ 7:00 pm 
Prayer/Basics of Islam Class….Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm  
Sisterhood (An-Nisā’) Class.….. Saturdays @ 11:00 am
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THINGS TO DO NOW! 

      
1. Spend at least thirty minutes a day reading the 

Book of Allah (the Qur’ān). The early morning, 
before or after Salātul-Fajr, is the best time for 
framing the Word of Allah. 

 
2. Not only learn to read and recite the Qur’ān 

and Hadīth, but ponder and reflect over its 
deeper meanings. Also study the life of the 
Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, and 
the history of Islam and Muslims.  

 
3. Be very conscious about physical fitness and 

exercise. Diet, and abstain completely from 
alcohol, drugs, and smoking.  

 
4. Be neat, clean, and well-groomed, for Islam 

was founded on cleanliness.  
 

5. Always be truthful, and never tell lies.  
 

6. Fulfill your promises and agreements. Never 
breach a contract, regardless of circumstances.  

 
7. Be courageous and enduring. The highest 

degree of courage is telling the truth in your 
own disfavor, keeping secrets, admitting 
mistakes, and controlling yourself when 
angry. 

 
8. Always be serious and dignified; however, 

this should not prevent you from smiling or 
engaging in truthful jesting.  

 
9. Always be equitable and of sound judgement 

in all situations. Never allow your anger to 
make you forget merits, nor let affection and 
pleasure blind you to defects. Don’t allow 
disputes to make you ungrateful. Always 
speak the truth, no matter how painful it is, 
even if it is against yourself or against the 
people dearest to you. 

 
10. Be active, energetic, and skilled in public 

services. You should feel happy when you 
offer a service to another person. You should 
feel compelled to visit the sick, assist the 
needy, support the weak, and give relief to the 

ill-fated, even if it is only a kind word of 
sympathy. Always rush to do good deeds. 

 
11. Be compassionate, graciously excusing and 

forgiving others. Be tender, forbearing, and 
clement to people and animals and observe 
good manners with everyone. Observe Islamic 
social injunctions. Be merciful to the young 
and respectful to the old. Make room for your 
brother and sister in meetings and gatherings. 
Don’t be noisy. Always seek permission before 
entering non-public places and make a 
courteous exit.  

 
12. Be proficient in reading and writing. Establish 

a private library, no matter how small. Become 
familiar with the general Islamic subjects to 
such a degree that you are capable of forming 
judgements concerning day to day problems.  

 
13. Undertake some economic enterprise. Try to 

establish a private business regardless of how 
small it might be.  

 
14. Perform your job in the best manner you can 

and stay away from dishonesty and cheating. 
Observe your appointments and be on time.  

 
15. Foster Islamic wealth in general by 

encouraging and helping Islamic economic 
institutions. Be careful about your money; 
don’t let it fall into un-Islamic hands 
regardless of the circumstances. Eat and wear 
products of Islamic enterprises.  

 
16. Contribute a portion of your wealth to the 

Islamic community. Pay Zakāt, no matter how 
small your income; only Allah knows what the 
future will bring.             

 
17. Save a portion of your income; only Allah 

knows what the future will bring.  
 

18. Strive to make your daily life Islamic in every 
aspect—legal, educational, economic, in your 
greetings and language, etc. 

 
19. Perfect your prayers and strive to perform 

them within their proper time periods. Also 
try to pray in congregation in the masjid as 
often as possible.  
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20. Strive hard against your own soul until it is 

under your full control. Lower your gaze, 
control your emotions, and direct your sexual 
urge to decent and legal outlets.  

 
21. Always cherish the intention of jihād and the 

desire for martyrdom in the way of Allah and 
actually prepare yourself for that.  

 
22. Spend some time every night before going to 

bed on self-criticism, reflecting upon the good 
or bad things you have done throughout the 
day.  

 
23. Avoid unnecessary luxury and all aspects of 

softness and laxity.  
 

24. Know all your brothers and sisters. Love them, 
respect them, and help them in any way 
possible. Be at all meeting and seminars, being 
absent only when absolutely necessary. 

 
25. Call others to Islam. Familiarize your 

leadership with your activities, and never 
undertake any action without first consulting 
your leadership. Keep yourself in constant 
spiritual and physical contact with your 
community and always consider yourself a 
soldier in the barracks awaiting a command.  

 
 

Steps to Building a Cemented Sisterhood 
 

An-Nisā’ of Masjid al-Islam (Washington, DC) 
 

1. Before any act, make your niyyah (intention) 
that your thoughts, words, and actions are 
purely for the pleasure of Allah (swt).  

 
2. Call, visit, or write at least one sister per week. 

Remember: Allah gave us each 10,080 minutes 
per week. Use them wisely because Allah will 
make us account for each minute one Day.  

 
3. If you hear of someone interested in Islam, 

make a special effort to contact them. Your 
positive actions will only serve to ultimately 
strengthen unity.  

 
4. Make your greetings warm and sincere.  

 
5. Be there for your sister. Share her sadness and 

joy. Your presence and support, as a 
manifestation of Allah’s help, may be all she 
will need to help her to continue her life in 
Islam.  

 
6. Don’t make false promises or break promises. 

Insha’Allāh, if you said you would do 
something, do it (if it is possible). 
Disappointment can destroy any feelings of 
trust or interest she may have in you or Islam.  

 
7. Treat your sister with the dignity and respect 

that she deserves for being your sister in Islam. 
Keep your mind open and do not judge her. 
Only Allah has the right to judge.  

 
8. Be honest in your words and actions. BE 

ALERT! It is easy to gossip or assume 
something negative about your sister and 
never realize your dishonesty. If your sister 
confides in you, do not break her trust.  

 
9. Help your sister grow and become a better 

Muslimah. Advise her honestly. Be patient.  
 

10. Don’t offend you sister. Sometimes we are not 
as conscious as we should be about our sister’s 
sensitivity. Be careful not to hurt your sister’s 
feelings.   

 
11. Learn to accept, love, and forgive your sister. 

We do not need to fight and bicker amongst 
one another. No one is perfect.  

 
12. Make du’ā for your sister. It is better to make 

du’ā than to slander, backbite, or hold grudges.  
 

DID YOU CHECK YOUR STEPS TODAY?
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