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In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
AS-SABIQUN 

“The vanguard of Islam—the first of those who forsook their homes, and of those who gave them aid, and 
also those who follow them in all good deeds—well-pleased is Allah with them, as are they with Him: For 
them hath He prepared Gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell therein forever: that is the supreme 
Felicity.” (al Tawbah, 9:100) 

Masjid Al-Islam’s Newsletter of Islamic Movement 
Dhu al-Qa’dah/Dhu al-Hijjah 1416 AH March 1996 

BAY’AH (OATH OF ALLEGIANCE) 
The root of the word bay’ah means to sell, to 
traffic; to make a bargain or contract; to swear 
allegiance; to take the oath of allegiance.  
 

“Allah hath purchased of the Believers their 
persons and their goods; for theirs (in return) is 

the garden (of Paradise): They fight in His cause, 
and slay and are slain: A promise binding on Him 

in Truth, through the Law, the Gospel, and the 
Qur’ān. And who is more faithful to His 

Covenant than Allah? Then rejoice in the bargain 
which ye have concluded: That is the achievement 

supreme.”  
(al Tawbah, 9:111) 

 
Verily those who plight their allegiance to thee 
do no less than plight their allegiance to Allah: 

The hand of Allah is over their hands: Then 
anyone who violates his oath (of allegiance) does 
so to the harm of his own soul, and anyone who 

fulfills what he has Covenanted with Allah, 
Allah will soon grant him a great Reward.” 

 (al Fath, 48:10) 
 

  Allah’s good Pleasure was on the Believers 
when they swore allegiance to thee under the tree: 

He knew what was in their hearts, and He sent 
down Tranquility to them; and He rewarded them 

with a speedy Victory.” (al Fath, 48:18) 

These beautiful ayāt express a tripartite 
agreement, involving the hands of the Believers, 
the hands of the Messenger (saw), and Allah’s 
(swt) hand over the first two. The oath that all of 
the ayāt refer to is bay’ah, which signifies 
allegiance to the Prophet Muhammad (saw) 
secured and guaranteed by Allah (swt).  
 
There is much talk today among Muslims 
concerning bay’ah, or the oath of allegiance, in 
Islam. Many questions arise regarding this 
concept: As Muslims today, can or should we 
maintain the system of bay’ah? Was bay’ah for the 
Prophet and Khulafā’ Rāshidūn only? What are the 
limits of allegiance? Can we give allegiance to a 
leader without state power? Insha’Allāh, in this 
issue, these questions will be addressed.  
 
First, we must recognize that bay’ah is a 
preeminent and permanent part of Islam. This is 
clearly set forth in a hadīth narrated by ‘Abdullāh 
ibn ‘Umar. He reported that, “I heard the 
Messenger of Allah (saw) say, ‘Whoso takes off 

his hand from allegiance will meet Allah on the 

Day of Resurrection while there will be no 

proof for him; and whoso dies while there was 

no allegiance on his neck, dies a death of the 

Days of Ignorance.’” (Muslim) 
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Historically, the pledge at ‘Aqabah¹ was a 
milestone for Islam, in that it set the Muslims 
apart from every other community in Arabia. 
Before this pledge, most inter-Arab relations were 
based on tribe or clan. By giving allegiance, Islam 
transformed them into a disciplined and 
organized community based on belief and 
ideology. The believers from Yathrib (later to be 
called Madīnah) pledged to not associate 
anything with Allah, to not steal, to not commit 
fornication, to not kill their offspring, to not 
slander their neighbors, and finally, to not 
disobey the Prophet in what was right. It is of 
great significance that the last condition of the 
pledge suggests that complete obedience to the 
Prophet was demanded from the beginning, even 
before the founding of the Islamic state. It can be 
concluded from this that bay’ah was a very 
integral part of Islam, and that state power was 
not a necessary prerequisite.   
 

“O ye who believe! Obey Allah and obey the 
Apostle, and those charged with authority among 

you. If ye differ in anything among yourselves, 
refer it to Allah (the Qur’ān) and His Apostle (the 
Hadīth) if ye do believe in Allah and the Last Day: 

That is best, and most suitable for final 
determination.” (al Nisā, 4:59) 

 
Society cannot operate properly without local 
leadership from among the people. The human 
assets of focus, organization, discipline, and 
direction can only be fully realized and utilized 
under just leadership. There is a hadīth recounted 
in the collection of Tirmidhī in which the Prophet 
(saw) commanded five things from the believers: 
1) jamā’ah (party, hizb, being organized), 2) 
hearing and 3) obeying (the amīr), 4) hijrah, and 5) 
jihād. In events around the world concerning the 
Muslims, we see our enemies attacking these very 
tenets of Islam. The concentrated effort to divide, 
conquer, and rule—a pillar of British 
colonialism—continues today in direct attacks 
against the unity of Muslims. We could nullify 
much of the power of these attacks if we could 
place ourselves under the yoke of bay’ah and 

recognition of the office of Khalīfah or Sultān. 
Instead of being successful blows against our 
confidence, these attacks could serve as rallying 
points for unity among the Muslims.  
 
The office of Khalīfah is a great threat to colonial 
powers. International disunity is reflected in the 
so-called Muslim “nation-states” who, along with 
their Western masters, cannot agree on anything 
regarding Islam except their need to unify against 
their most dangerous threat: Islamic unity. The 
last thing these “nation-states” and their masters 
want is the revival of the universal Islamic 
principle of jamā’ah. Already, the discipline which 
flows from the fountain of our belief manifests 
itself in our regular practice of Islam. For 
example, Salāt is a form of training which we 
faithfully undertake five times a day. Another 
example is Sawm (fasting), which trains us to 
incorporate in our lives the willingness to control 
our nafs so that our desires (to eat, to engage in 
sexual activity, to fill our minds with the 
mundane, etc.) and our energies are instead 
placed in the service of Islam. One of the highest 
levels of discipline is hearing and obeying the 
amīr, imām, or (in times past and in the future, 
insha’Allāh) the Khalīfah. This requirement is at 
odds with the Western ideal of the “supremacy of 
the individual,” whose “good” is often in direct 
conflict with Allah and with the good of the 
community. The cult of individualism is, 
however, a wonderful tool for the forces of kufr, 
whose good is obtained through allegiance and 
attachment to the things of this material world. It 
is no wonder, then, that our enemies invariably 
tie the tag of “terrorist” and “fundamentalist” to 
those who are disciplined enough to reject 
individualism; those who instead gather in 
groups and make Salāt, who fast together, and of 
course, those who further foster discipline and 
jamā’ah by being involved in Islamic movement. 
In short, the enemies of Islam have declared their 
enemy to be all Muslims who wish to practice 
Islam in its full sense.            
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Sadly, in America, some of the most important 
concepts in Islam have been all but forgotten. The 
Western media has such a hold on the mind of the 
Muslims that the mere mention of jihād in our 
Jumu’ah khutbahs or even in our general 
conversations is almost nonexistent. Another 
word, hijrah—an act that is fully supported from 
the very beginning of Islamic history—has been 
taken out of our vocabulary. But there is no vital 
concept that has been more flagrantly 
misunderstood or dismissed than bay’ah. Despite 
the level of ignorance surrounding this term, 
bay’ah is a quite natural part of Islam. Without it, 
we are disorganized, undisciplined, and lack a 
concentration of effort. As Muslims, we cannot 
declare jihād without a just imām. Our enemies 
know that if they can keep us arguing amongst 
ourselves over issues of fiqh, we will never rise 
out of the grip of ignorance, nor will we strive to 
raise the Deen of Islam. Abū Hurairah reported 
that that the Messenger of Allah (saw) once said:  
 
“Whoso obeys me, obeys Allah; and whoso 

disobeys me, disobeys Allah. Whoso obeys the 

amīr (appointed by me), obeys me; and whoso 

disobeys the amīr (appointed by me), disobeys 

me.” (Agreed) 

Abū Hurairah also reported that the Messenger of 
Allah (saw) said: “An amīr (of the Muslims) is a 

shield for them. They fight behind him and they 

are protected by him (from tyrants and 

aggressors). If he enjoins fear of Allah and 

dispenses justice, there will be a reward for him; 

and if he enjoins otherwise, there is against him 

therefrom.” (Agreed) 

‘Ubada Ibn Samit reported: “We pledged bay’ah to 
the Messenger of Allah (saw) over hearing and 
obeying in adversity and in prosperity, in 
pleasure and displeasure, even if others are given 
preference over us, and on condition that we shall 
not quarrel with those assigned authority, that we 
shall speak the truth wherever we might be, and 
that we shall not fear the reproach of a slanderer 
in the matter concerning the cause of Allah.” 
(Agreed) 

 
Ibn ‘Umar  reported that the Holy Prophet (saw) 
once said: “There is hearing and obeying on a 

Muslim in what is pleasing and displeasing to 

him so long as he is not ordered with a sinful 

act. When he is ordered with a sinful act, there is 

no hearing and obeying.” (Agreed) 
 
‘Abdullāh ibn ‘Umar reported, ”I heard the 
Messenger of Allah say, ‘Whoso takes off [his] 

hand from bay’ah will meet Allah on the 

Resurrection Day while there will be no proof 

for him; and whoso dies while there was no 

bay’ah on his neck dies a death of the Days of 

Ignorance.” (Muslim) 
 
The chain of bay’ah is critically important and it is 
through bay’ah that we are institutionally bonded 
to Allah (swt), the Messenger (saw), and the Deen.  
 
Regarding the oath of allegiance of women, 
‘Ā’isha (raa) reported, “Verily the Messenger of 
Allah (saw) used to examine them according to 
this āyah: ‘O Prophet! When believing women 
come to thee to take the oath of fealty to thee, 
that they will not associate in worship any other 
thing whatever with Allah, that they will not 
steal, that they will not commit adultery (or 
fornication), that they will not kill their children, 
that they will not utter slander, intentionally 
forging falsehood, and that they will not disobey 
thee in any just matter—then do thou receive 
their fealty, and pray to Allah for the forgiveness 
(of their sins): for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.’” (al Mumtahinah, 60:12).  ‘Ā’isha went 
on to describe, “And if any of the believing 
women accepted the conditions (assigned in the 
above-mentioned āyah), Allah's Apostle would 
say to her, ‘I have accepted your bay'ah.’ He 
would only say that, for, by Allah, his hand never 
touched any lady during that pledge of 
allegiance. He did not receive their pledge except 
by saying, ‘I have accepted your bay'ah for 

that.’” (Bukhārī) As we see from the cited āyah 
along with the aforementioned ahadīth, the act of 
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allegiance is incumbent upon both male and 
female believers.  
 
In conclusion, bay’ah is for all believers, for all 
times, in all places, and under all conditions. We 
exist in a non-Islamic society, with little resources 
and few dependable institutions, and so we have 
plenty of work to do. Let us spend our efforts in 
the building of these institutions. If we are 
without leadership then we must seek it out, 
support it, develop it, guard and protect it. The 
great mission of Iqāmatul-Deen (establishment of 
the Deen of Islam) cannot be carried on by 
scattered individuals. It must be taken up by a 
jamā’at—a group or party. This jamā’at must have 
leadership. In order to oversee the collection, 
distribution, and administration of resources of 
the Ummah, both human and material, there must 
be a structured organization. Over recent 
centuries, the lack of planning, organization, and 
general principles of management has been a 
major thorn in the side of the Muslim Ummah. 
Bay’ah is an Islamic principle that is needed today 
more than ever. We should be cautious of those 
who encourage us to avoid bay’ah and give the 
excuse that since we don’t have a state or 
territory, there is no need for this principle. This 
view leaves us with only one alternative: to 
wander from one masjid to another, to float from 
one gathering of Muslims to another without any 
commitment or focus.  
 
Because of human failure, bay’ah has been 
misused and abused, but misuse does not nullify 
the value that this crucial principle of Islam 
carries. As we mature as an Islamic community 
and as an Ummah, we will, insha’Allāh, better 
handle our responsibilities and duties to Allah 
and to each other and avoid the past misuse of 
bay’ah. From the Hijrah of the Prophet (saw) up to 
the present, the organizing principle in Islamic 
movements has been bay’ah. The Sokoto Khilāfah 
in northern Nigeria under the leadership of 
Uthmān dan Fodio, Ikhwān al-Muslimeen under 
Hasan al-Banna, and Jamā’at Islāmī under 

Maulana Mawdudi all have developed through 
the act of bay’ah. Here in the West, it is not 
necessary for someone to float in on a flying 
carpet to give us the “okay” for bay’ah. We must 
strive to establish—first locally, then nationally—
a system of governance patterned after the 
leadership exemplified by the Prophet (saw). 
Insha’Allāh, we will work towards and contribute 
to the re-establishment of international Khilāfah.       
 
¹ The nearest point of Mina to Makkah is ‘Aqabah, and 
it was here that during the annual pilgrimage, six men 
from Yathrib embraced Islam after meeting with the 
Prophet (saw). The next year, five of them repeated 
their pilgrimage and brought with them seven others. 
These twelve people pledged themselves to the 
Prophet (saw), and this is known as the First ‘Aqabah. 
The year after that, seventy three men and two women 
came from Yathrib and they pledged their allegiance to 
the Prophet. This is known as the Second ‘Aqabah. The 
Hijrah commenced shortly thereafter.  

 

      
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

ACTIVITIES AT MASJID AL-ISLAM 
 

Salātul Jumu’ah..……………………Fridays @ 12:30 pm 
Family Night.……………first Saturday of every month  
 
 

REGULAR CLASS SCHEDULE 

 
Ta’lim.………………………. Sundays after Salātul Zuhr 
Islamic Studies …………………….Mondays @ 7:00 pm 
Brotherhood/Leadership Class…..Tuesdays @ 7:00 pm 
Prayer/Basics of Islam Class….Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm  
Sisterhood (An-Nisā’) Class.….. Saturdays @ 11:00 am 

 
  

 
 
   
   

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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THINGS TO DO NOW! 

      
1. Spend at least thirty minutes a day reading the 

Book of Allah (the Qur’ān). The early morning, 
before or after Salātul-Fajr, is the best time for 
framing the Word of Allah. 

 
2. Not only learn to read and recite the Qur’ān 

and Hadīth, but ponder and reflect over its 
deeper meanings. Also study the life of the 
Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, and 
the history of Islam and Muslims.  

 
3. Be very conscious about physical fitness and 

exercise. Diet, and abstain completely from 
alcohol, drugs, and smoking.  

 
4. Be neat, clean, and well-groomed, for Islam 

was founded on cleanliness.  
 

5. Always be truthful, and never tell lies.  
 

6. Fulfill your promises and agreements. Never 
breach a contract, regardless of circumstances.  

 
7. Be courageous and enduring. The highest 

degree of courage is telling the truth in your 
own disfavor, keeping secrets, admitting 
mistakes, and controlling yourself when 
angry. 

 
8. Always be serious and dignified; however, 

this should not prevent you from smiling or 
engaging in truthful jesting.  

 
9. Always be equitable and of sound judgement 

in all situations. Never allow your anger to 
make you forget merits, nor let affection and 
pleasure blind you to defects. Don’t allow 
disputes to make you ungrateful. Always 
speak the truth, no matter how painful it is, 
even if it is against yourself or against the 
people dearest to you. 

 
10. Be active, energetic, and skilled in public 

services. You should feel happy when you 
offer a service to another person. You should 

feel compelled to visit the sick, assist the 
needy, support the weak, and give relief to the 
ill-fated, even if it is only a kind word of 
sympathy. Always rush to do good deeds. 

 
11. Be compassionate, graciously excusing and 

forgiving others. Be tender, forbearing, and 
clement to people and animals and observe 
good manners with everyone. Observe Islamic 
social injunctions. Be merciful to the young 
and respectful to the old. Make room for your 
brother and sister in meetings and gatherings. 
Don’t be noisy. Always seek permission before 
entering non-public places and make a 
courteous exit.  

 
12. Be proficient in reading and writing. Establish 

a private library, no matter how small. Become 
familiar with the general Islamic subjects to 
such a degree that you are capable of forming 
judgements concerning day to day problems.  

 
13. Undertake some economic enterprise. Try to 

establish a private business regardless of how 
small it might be.  

 
14. Perform your job in the best manner you can 

and stay away from dishonesty and cheating. 
Observe your appointments and be on time.  

 
15. Foster Islamic wealth in general by 

encouraging and helping Islamic economic 
institutions. Be careful about your money; 
don’t let it fall into un-Islamic hands 
regardless of the circumstances. Eat and wear 
products of Islamic enterprises.  

 
16. Contribute a portion of your wealth to the 

Islamic community. Pay Zakāt, no matter how 
small your income; only Allah knows what the 
future will bring.             

 
17. Save a portion of your income; only Allah 

knows what the future will bring.  
 

18. Strive to make your daily life Islamic in every 
aspect—legal, educational, economic, in your 
greetings and language, etc. 
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19. Perfect your prayers and strive to perform 

them within their proper time periods. Also 
try to pray in congregation in the masjid as 
often as possible.  

 
20. Strive hard against your own soul until it is 

under your full control. Lower your gaze, 
control your emotions, and direct your sexual 
urge to decent and legal outlets.  

 
21. Always cherish the intention of jihād and the 

desire for martyrdom in the way of Allah and 
actually prepare yourself for that.  

 
22. Spend some time every night before going to 

bed on self-criticism, reflecting upon the good 
or bad things you have done throughout the 
day.  

 
23. Avoid unnecessary luxury and all aspects of 

softness and laxity.  
 

24. Know all your brothers and sisters. Love them, 
respect them, and help them in any way 
possible. Be at all meeting and seminars, being 
absent only when absolutely necessary. 

 
25. Call others to Islam. Familiarize your 

leadership with your activities, and never 
undertake any action without first consulting 
your leadership. Keep yourself in constant 
spiritual and physical contact with your 
community and always consider yourself a 
soldier in the barracks awaiting a command.  

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Steps to Building a Cemented Sisterhood 
 

An-Nisā’ of Masjid al-Islam (Washington, DC) 

 

1. Before any act, make your niyyah (intention) 
that your thoughts, words, and actions are 
purely for the pleasure of Allah (swt).  

 
2. Call, visit, or write at least one sister per week. 

Remember: Allah gave us each 10,080 minutes 
per week. Use them wisely because Allah will 
make us account for each minute one Day.  

 
3. If you hear of someone interested in Islam, 

make a special effort to contact them. Your 
positive actions will only serve to ultimately 
strengthen unity.  

 
4. Make your greetings warm and sincere.  

 
5. Be there for your sister. Share her sadness and 

joy. Your presence and support, as a 
manifestation of Allah’s help, may be all she 
will need to help her to continue her life in 
Islam.  

 
6. Don’t make false promises or break promises. 

Insha’Allāh, if you said you would do 
something, do it (if it is possible). 
Disappointment can destroy any feelings of 
trust or interest she may have in you or Islam.  

 
7. Treat your sister with the dignity and respect 

that she deserves for being your sister in Islam. 
Keep your mind open and do not judge her. 
Only Allah has the right to judge.  

 
8. Be honest in your words and actions. BE 

ALERT! It is easy to gossip or assume 
something negative about your sister and 
never realize your dishonesty. If your sister 
confides in you, do not break her trust.  

 
9. Help your sister grow and become a better 

Muslimah. Advise her honestly. Be patient.  
 

10. Don’t offend you sister. Sometimes we are not 
as conscious as we should be about our sister’s 
sensitivity. Be careful not to hurt your sister’s 
feelings.   

 
11. Learn to accept, love, and forgive your sister. 

We do not need to fight and bicker amongst 
one another. No one is perfect.  

 
12. Make du’ā for your sister. It is better to make 

du’ā than to slander, backbite, or hold grudges.  
 

DID YOU CHECK YOUR STEPS TODAY?
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